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2023 IQ-S Subcommittee: Integrated Clean Energy Plans

Subcommittee Overview and Objectives
The “Integrated Clean Energy Plans” subcommittee has two overarching objectives:

1. Create a Framework for Community Energy Planning that will help local governments and CBOs/CAAs develop “Integrated Clean Energy Plans” for underserved communities. This Framework should address, but not be limited to, strategies for:
· Educating customers (individuals or businesses)
· Training local contractors
· Increasing local employment
· Increasing access to clean energy resources such as Energy Efficiency, Solar and other renewables, EV Vehicles, and EV Charging
· Ensuring resiliency of energy resources as the energy grid and supply faces increased challenges due to electrification and changing weather patterns.

2. Identify available resources that could be leveraged to develop and implement such Clean Energy Plans in underserved communities, including utility resources, state and federal programs, foundation funding, federal funding.

For 2023, the core focus will be to develop documents that:
· Specify key questions and considerations that help guide Local Governments or CBOs/CAAs in developing a Clean Energy Plan for their respective communities
· Establish a list of relevant clean energy resources for governments and CBOs/CAAs to leverage for their clean energy planning
Other objectives for 2023 are to: 
· Gather, summarize, and organize documents and “learned knowledge” relating to the creation of Integrated Clean Energy Plans
· Educating Subcommittee members on topics related to Community Energy Planning
Longer Term Objectives
Longer term, the Subcommittee’s goal is to increase funding for Clean Energy projects in disadvantaged communities in Ameren IL’s service territory. 
Background Research
Background research approach:
· Interview Local Government professionals and CBOs/CAAs to understand present-day challenges to addressing community energy needs
· Work with Subcommittee Members to identify and summarize a comprehensive library of relevant clean energy programs & resources available in Illinois
· Review the existing academic literature on community energy planning, climate resilience, energy justice, wrap-around service development, and other relevant work

Research performed to date (See Appendix for more details):

Stakeholder Interviews:
· Will County (Brianna Moore)
· This conversation led to helpful insights as to what local governments could benefit from having access to when starting to develop a Clean Energy Plan. Those insights include:
· Having a place to look and see all relevant clean energy program details in a concise fashion
· Having a system for easily understanding the following clean energy program characteristics:
· Purpose of funds/program
· Building type restrictions
· Population restrictions of funds/program
· Geographic restrictions of funds/program
· What kinds of organizations could use funds/program
· Funding amount
· How funds are distributed
· Type of funds: incentive vs grant; formula grant vs competitive grant; financing; etc.
· Relevant timelines/deadlines

Illinois Programs:

· IL Energy Efficiency Stakeholder Advisory Group
· The IL EE SAG convenes stakeholders from across the state of Illinois to discuss various relevant topics that directly impact low-income energy customers. More research should be performed to understand what programs are in discussion or in development within the following SAG subcommittees:

· DCEO
· LIHEAP: The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) in Illinois is a state-administered program aimed at helping low-income families with their energy bills. 
· IHWAP: The Illinois Home Weatherization Assistance Program (IHWAP) is a program designed to help low-income residents reduce their energy costs by making their homes more energy efficient. 
· LIWAP: The Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) is a state-funded program that provides financial assistance to low-income households for water and wastewater services. 

· ICC
· More research to be done on the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (ICC) initiatives to support IQ energy customers, including:
· Utility Beneficial Electrification Plans
· Equitable Energy Upgrade Program
· Low-Income Discount Rates Study

· Illinois Power Agency
· Illinois Solar for All: The program provides incentives to install solar energy systems in areas that have typically had less access to renewable energy solutions. 
· Program Status: Program is available for renters, homeowners, or non-profit and public facilities. Must contact Illinois Solar for All Approved Vendor for next steps. 
· Additional Details: Learn more at https://www.illinoissfa.com/  

· Illinois EPA
· The Illinois EPA has a few relevant programs that will require additional research, including:
· Energy Office funding for nonprofits & local governments (EE Trust Fund)
· Program Status: Currently Closed
· Additional Details: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/liree.html 

· Illinois Department of Housing Development Authority
· Financing for Public Housing
· Program Status: Various programs available on rolling basis; all seem very focused on affordable housing construction
· Home Repair and Accessibility Program (HRAP)
· Program Status: Appears open on rolling basis; targets up to $45L in assistance for eligible repairs for low-income homeowners
· Additional Details: https://www.ihda.org/my-community/revitalization-programs/#toggle-id-2 

· The Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA) 
Relevant programs include:

· Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program
· Program Status: DCEO will issue up to 13 awards for combined $39M/year in funding for geographically dispersed workforce hubs; DCEO released Notice of Funding Opportunity in July 2023 and is accepting applications now with Initial Review Deadline of September 1, 2023.
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/clean-jobs-workforce-network-program.html 
 
· Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program
· Program Status: RFI was posted in November 2022 with responses due by December 13, 2022. May renew later this year? 
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/clean-energy-contractor-incubator-program.html 
· 12 current applicants listed here

· Energy Transition Barrier Reduction Program
· Program Status: RFI was posted in December 2022 with responses due by January 6, 2023. May renew later this year?
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/ceja/documents/rfi-ceja-workforcehubs.pdf 
· There were 19 applications listed here 
 
· Jobs and Environmental Justice Grant Program
· Program Status: RFI was posted and due in December 2022
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/ceja/documents/rfi_jobsenvjusticegrants.pdf 
· There were 10 applications listed here 
 
· Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training Program
· Program Status: RFI was posted Jan. 2023 and due in February 2023. 
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/returning-resident-clean-jobs-program.html 
· There were 8 applications listed here 
 
· Energy Transition Navigators
· Program Status: The initial review deadline was August 15, 2023.  Applications are in review.
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/energy-transition-navigator-program.html 
· There were 19 applications listed here
 
· Illinois Climate Works Pre-apprenticeship Program
· Program Status: Notice of Funding closed July 3, 2023.
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/climate-works-pre-apprenticeship-program.html 
· Applications currently under review
 
· Energy Transition Community Support Grants
· Program Status: NOFO Released in 2022
· Additional Details: N/A
· 50 recipients selected and listed here: https://dceo.illinois.gov/news/press-release.26142.html 

· Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Scholarship
· Program Status: Appears to be available on rolling basis
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/ceja-other-programs.html 
· More info here: https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/ceja/documents/isac_dewdt-scholarship-flyer.pdf 
 
· Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund
· Program Status: Responses were due by December 22, 2022. 
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/ceja/documents/rfi_jobsenvjusticegrants.pdf 
· There were 10 applications listed here 
 
· Clean Energy Primes Contractor Accelerator Program
· Program Status: Was posted in April 2023 with responses due by May.
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/clean-energy-primes-contractor-accelerator-program.html 
· There were 6 applications listed here

· Illinois Finance Authority (IFA)
· IFA created the Climate Bank Finance (CBF) to provide attractive financing in support of economic development and climate related investments in the state.
· IFA / CBF Programs
· State Small Business Credit Initiative: Up to $20 million to provide financing for the start-up and/or expansion of “green” business ventures/projects
· Program Status: Not yet live, but they are taking applications for those interested in becoming a Participating Lender
· Additional Details: https://www.il-fa.com/programs/ssbci 
· CBP Participation Loans
· CBF Participation in Revolving Lines of Credit
· Refinance of Prior Debt
· IRA / Greenhouse Reduction Fund Programs (managed by IFA)
· Solar for All Competition
· Program Status: Application deadline is Oct. 12, 2023
· Learn more at: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=348957 
· National Clean Investment Fund
· Program Status: Application deadline is Oct. 12, 2023
· Clean Communities Investment Accelerator Competition
· Program Status: Application deadline is Oct. 12, 2023
· Learn more at: https://www.il-fa.com/programs/cb 

Federal Programs: 
· Inflation Reduction Act
· The US Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) is a federal law that provides funding for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. 
· The Low-Income Communities Bonus Credit for the Investment Tax Credit provides a tax credit for businesses that invest in clean energy projects in underserved communities. 
· The Qualifying Advanced Energy Project Credit provides a tax credit for businesses that invest in advanced energy projects, such as solar and wind power. 
· The Transmission Siting and Economic Development (TSED) grant program to overcome state and local challenges to expanding transmission capacity while also supporting communities along major new and upgraded lines. 
· Additional details: This $300M opportunity is the first tranche of the $760M program. Application process still unclear though a webinar was held September 14, 2023. More information available here: https://www.energy.gov/articles/biden-harris-administration-announces-300-million-speed-transmission-permitting-across 

· Infrastructure Investment Jobs Act:
· The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) is a federal law that provides funding for a wide range of infrastructure projects, including energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. 
· The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program provides funding to states and localities to support energy efficiency and conservation projects. This program could be used to help underserved communities in Illinois improve the energy efficiency of their homes and businesses, which could reduce energy costs and improve air quality.
· Program Status: Available until funds are expended; administered by the DOE; formula and competitive grants; intended for State/Local governments
· Additional Details: https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program 
· The State Energy Program provides funding to states to support energy planning and development. improve access to energy.
· The Justice40 Initiative is a federal program that directs 40% of the benefits of climate and clean energy investments to disadvantaged communities. 
· More research should be done to understand any additional provisions that could support IQ customers in Illinois. 

· General Funding Opportunities
· Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund
· More information: https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/  

Private and Foundational Funding:
· Additional research required
· What are the local foundations in the state/Southern Illinois metropolitan areas?
· What are local financial institutions (such as community development banks) and corporations that have foundations
· What are some national funding sources such as the Bezos Foundation and the Energy Foundation
· What are some social venture capital funds and organizations based in Illinois?
· What are some academic institutions that may be interested in helping leverage funds and consulting on project development.
· Out-of-State example from the State of California tracking ongoing federal funding opportunities: https://business.ca.gov/industries/climate-and-clean-energy/federal-funding-program-details-climate-and-energy/ 

Municipal Efforts: 
· N/A: More research needed

Literature Review: 
· N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk139983822]Subcommittee Deliverables/Outcomes
      Deliverables will include:
· Background Research Summary: Summary of background documents and “learned knowledge,” plus organized documents on Subcommittee SharePoint Site.
· Flowchart for Local Governments and CBOs/CAAs: A structured flowchart with an agreed-upon list of key questions that help Local Governments or CBOs/CAAs navigate important considerations while developing Clean Energy Plans. 
· The structure of this flowchart must account for whether clean energy programs are being provided to individuals, nonprofits, small businesses, community groups, or a local government agency. Regardless, Local Governments or CBOs/CAAs should be able to easily navigate the tool.
· This flowchart should eventually guide users to relevant programs that Local Governments or CBOs/CAAs can use to realize their Clean Energy Plans.
· List of Relevant Programs: A concise summary of programs, resources, and support available for government agencies or organizations looking to create integrated clean energy plans for their IQ constituents.
Subcommittee Members
Emily Jackson – Senior Services Plus
Subcommittee Co-Chair(s)
Scott Alan Davis – Solutions for Energy Efficient Logistics (SEEL)
Debra Perry – Ameren IL
Facilitation Team
1. Annette Beitel – Sr. Facilitator
2. Nelson May – Project Support, Research and Communications
Potential Obstacles
1. Funding deadlines differ across initiatives.
2. Local Governments, CBOs/CAAs may not have resources to prepare grants and respond to funding opportunities
3. Local Governments, CBOs/CAAs may need to partner with other organizations to be a viable candidate for large funding opportunities
Schedule
1. Meeting #1: Wednesday, November 1st, 1:00 – 3:00pm
2. Meeting #2: Monday, November 27th, 1:00 – 3:00pm
3. Meeting #3: Wednesday, December 20th, 3:00 – 5:00pm
4. Report-out in December 2023
List of Key Questions/Issues to Research & Discuss
Key questions will focus on understanding:
1. What are the key energy burdens that underserved communities currently face?
2. What programs or resources exist to support reliable access to energy resources?
3. What gaps exist in energy programs or resources for underserved communities?
4. How do we best organize existing energy programs for IQ communities to find support effectively?
Subcommittee Member Affirmation of Work Plan
[List of Subcommittee members affirmed; date(s) of affirmation.]
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Illinois Programs:
· IL Energy Efficiency Stakeholder Advisory Group
· The IL EE SAG convenes stakeholders from across the state of Illinois to discuss various relevant topics that directly impact low-income energy customers. More research should be performed to understand what programs are in discussion or in development within the following SAG subcommittees:
· Equity Subcommittee, Reporting Subcommittee, and Marketing Transformation Subcommittee

· DCEO
· LIHEAP: 
The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) in Illinois is a state-administered program aimed at helping low-income families with their energy bills. This includes financial assistance for heating in the winter and cooling in the summer, as well as emergency services to prevent energy shutoffs. IQ communities often have limited access to resources, and energy costs can take up a significant portion of a family's budget. By providing financial support to those who qualify, LIHEAP helps ensure that families do not have to choose between paying for energy and other essential needs like food or medicine. The program takes into consideration not only income but also family size, type of fuel used, and other factors to determine eligibility and the amount of assistance provided. Applications are usually accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.
· IHWAP: 
The Illinois Home Weatherization Assistance Program (IHWAP) is a program designed to help low-income residents reduce their energy costs by making their homes more energy efficient. It's funded by federal dollars, state utility companies, and other sources, and it primarily serves families who fall below a certain income threshold. IQ communities often have older, less energy-efficient homes that contribute to higher utility costs, and the residents may lack the resources to make necessary upgrades. IHWAP offers free weatherization services, such as insulating attics and walls, sealing gaps and cracks, repairing, or replacing old heating systems, and more. By implementing these improvements, households can see a significant reduction in their energy bills, helping to make living expenses more manageable. 
· LIWAP: 
The Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) is a state-funded program that provides financial assistance to low-income households for water and wastewater services. LIHWAP helps households with incomes at or below 200% of the federal poverty level. Households must also meet certain other eligibility requirements, such as having a water bill that is at least 10% of their monthly income. The amount of assistance that a household can receive through LIHWAP is based on the size of the household and the amount of their water bill. Households can receive up to $400 in assistance per year.

· ICC
· More research to be done on the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (ICC) initiatives to support IQ energy customers, including:
· Utility Beneficial Electrification Plans
· Equitable Energy Upgrade Program
· Low-Income Discount Rates Study

· Illinois Power Agency
· Illinois Solar for All: 
The Illinois Solar for All (ILSFA) program aims to increase access to solar energy for low-income communities across Illinois. The program provides incentives to install solar energy systems in areas that have typically had less access to renewable energy solutions. By offering financial support and reducing barriers to participation, ILSFA makes solar energy more affordable for underserved communities. This not only helps lower energy bills for residents but also promotes job creation in the renewable energy sector and contributes to the state's overall efforts to reduce its carbon footprint.
· Program Status: Program is available for renters, homeowners, or non-profit and public facilities. Must contact Illinois Solar for All Approved Vendor for next steps. 
· Additional Details: Learn more at https://www.illinoissfa.com/  

· Illinois EPA
· The Illinois EPA has a few relevant programs that will require additional research, including:
· Energy Office funding for nonprofits & local governments (EE Trust Fund)
· Program Status: Currently Closed
· Additional Details: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/liree.html 

· Illinois Department of Housing Development Authority
· Financing for Public Housing
· Program Status: Various programs available on rolling basis; all seem very focused on affordable housing construction
· Home Repair and Accessibility Program (HRAP)
· Program Status: Appears open on rolling basis; targets up to $45L in assistance for eligible repairs for low-income homeowners
· Additional Details: https://www.ihda.org/my-community/revitalization-programs/#toggle-id-2 

· CEJA: The Clean Energy Jobs Act (CEJA) in Illinois is a comprehensive piece of legislation that aims to transition the state to 100% renewable energy by 2050, create thousands of clean energy jobs, and prioritize social equity. CEJA focuses on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting energy efficiency, and investing in renewable energy sources such as wind and solar. Note that many grant opportunities require entities to be prequalified for applications to be considered. Relevant programs include:
 
· Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program
· Program Status: DCEO will issue up to 13 awards for combined $39M/year in funding for geographically dispersed workforce hubs; DCEO released Notice of Funding Opportunity in July 2023 and is accepting applications now with Initial Review Deadline of September 1, 2023.
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/clean-jobs-workforce-network-program.html 
 
· Clean Energy Contractor Incubator Program
· Program Status: RFI was posted in November 2022 with responses due by December 13, 2022. May renew later this year? 
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/clean-energy-contractor-incubator-program.html 
· 12 current applicants listed here
 
· Energy Transition Barrier Reduction Program
· Program Status: RFI was posted in December 2022 with responses due by January 6, 2023. May renew later this year?
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/ceja/documents/rfi-ceja-workforcehubs.pdf 
· There were 19 applications listed here 
 
· Jobs and Environmental Justice Grant Program
· Program Status: RFI was posted and due in December 2022
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/ceja/documents/rfi_jobsenvjusticegrants.pdf 
· There were 10 applications listed here 
 
· Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training Program
· Program Status: RFI was posted Jan. 2023 and due in February 2023. 
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/returning-resident-clean-jobs-program.html 
· There were 8 applications listed here 
 
· Energy Transition Navigators
· Program Status: The initial review deadline was August 15, 2023.  Applications are in review.
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/energy-transition-navigator-program.html 
· There were 19 applications listed here
 
· Illinois Climate Works Pre-apprenticeship Program
· Program Status: Notice of Funding closed July 3, 2023.
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/climate-works-pre-apprenticeship-program.html 
· Applications currently under review
 
· Energy Transition Community Support Grants
· Program Status: NOFO Released in 2022
· Additional Details: N/A
· 50 recipients selected and listed here: https://dceo.illinois.gov/news/press-release.26142.html 

· Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Scholarship
· Program Status: Appears to be available on rolling basis
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/ceja-other-programs.html 
· More info here: https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/ceja/documents/isac_dewdt-scholarship-flyer.pdf 
 
· Clean Energy Jobs and Justice Fund
· Program Status: Responses were due by December 22, 2022. 
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/ceja/documents/rfi_jobsenvjusticegrants.pdf 
· There were 10 applications, listed here 
 
· Clean Energy Primes Contractor Accelerator Program
· Program Status: Was posted in April 2023 with responses due by May.
· Additional Details: https://dceo.illinois.gov/climateandequitablejobs/clean-energy-primes-contractor-accelerator-program.html 
· There were 6 applications, listed here 

· Illinois Finance Authority (IFA)
· The IFA is a body politic and corporation created through State statute that authorizes the IFA to provide access to low-cost capital to public and private organizations that aim to:
· Promote a vigorous growing economy and avoid involuntary unemployment for Illinois residents; or 
· Reduce the cost of indebtedness to State taxpayers and residents; or 
· Otherwise enhance the quality of life in Illinois by benefiting the health, welfare, safety, trade, commerce, industry, and economy of the people of Illinois consistent with its statutory declarations of policy; or
· Combat climate change through finance within an equitable framework that reflects the diversity of Illinois.
· IFA has created the Climate Bank Finance (CBF), a new vehicle to support the state’s climate objectives. The purpose of CBF is to provide attractive financing in support of economic development and climate related investments in the state.
· IFA / CBF Programs
· State Small Business Credit Initiative: Up to $20 million to provide financing for the start-up and/or expansion of “green” business ventures/projects
· Program Status: Not yet live, but they are taking applications for those interested in becoming a Participating Lender
· Additional Details: https://www.il-fa.com/programs/ssbci 
· CBP Participation Loans
· CBF Participation in Revolving Lines of Credit
· Refinance of Prior Debt
· IRA / Greenhouse Reduction Fund Programs (managed by IFA)
· Solar for All
· Program Status: Application deadline is Sep. 26, 2023
· National Clean Investment Fund
· Program Status: Application deadline is Oct. 12, 2023
· Clean Communities Investment Accelerator Competition
· Program Status: Application deadline is Oct. 12, 2023
· Learn more at: https://www.il-fa.com/programs/cb 

Federal Programs: 
· Inflation Reduction Act
· The US Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) is a federal law that provides funding for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. The IRA includes several provisions that could help underserved communities in Illinois with their energy needs.
· The Low-Income Communities Bonus Credit for the Investment Tax Credit provides a tax credit for businesses that invest in clean energy projects in underserved communities. This credit could help to attract investment in clean energy projects in these communities, which could create jobs and reduce energy costs for residents.
· The Qualifying Advanced Energy Project Credit provides a tax credit for businesses that invest in advanced energy projects, such as solar and wind power. This credit could help to accelerate the deployment of clean energy projects in Illinois, which could also help to reduce energy costs for residents.
· The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program provides funding to states and localities to support energy efficiency and conservation projects. This program could be used to help underserved communities in Illinois improve the energy efficiency of their homes and businesses, which could reduce energy costs and improve air quality.
· The Solar for All competition, created under the IRA’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF), will expand the number of low-income and disadvantaged communities primed for residential solar investment by awarding up to 60 grants to states, territories, Tribal governments, municipalities, and eligible nonprofits to create and expand low-income solar programs that provide financing and technical assistance, such as workforce development, to enable low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy and benefit from residential solar. 
· To compete in this competition, all applicants are required to submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) to apply to this competition. The deadline for the NOI differs by applicant type and are:
· July 31, 2023 for states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico;
· August 14, 2023 for territories (specifically, The Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands), municipalities, and eligible nonprofit recipients; or
· August 28, 2023 for Tribal governments and Intertribal Consortia.
· https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=348957 
· The Transmission Siting and Economic Development (TSED) grant program is a new initiative designed to overcome state and local challenges to expanding transmission capacity while also supporting communities along major new and upgraded lines. Accelerated construction of new electric transmission infrastructure is essential to ensure the deployment of reliable and affordable energy for consumers, create good-paying jobs, and meet the Biden-Harris administration’s goals of reaching 100% clean electricity by 2035 and reducing U.S. greenhouse gas emissions by 50-52% below 2005 levels in 2030.
· Additional details: This $300M opportunity is the first tranche of the $760M program. Application process still unclear though a webinar was held September 14, 2023. More information available here: https://www.energy.gov/articles/biden-harris-administration-announces-300-million-speed-transmission-permitting-across 

· Infrastructure Investment Jobs Act:
· The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) is a federal law that provides funding for a wide range of infrastructure projects, including energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. The IIJA includes several provisions that could help underserved communities in Illinois with their energy needs.
· The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program provides funding to states and localities to support energy efficiency and conservation projects. This program could be used to help underserved communities in Illinois improve the energy efficiency of their homes and businesses, which could reduce energy costs and improve air quality.
· Program Status: Available until funds are expended; administered by the DOE; formula and competitive grants; intended for State/Local governments
· Additional Details: https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program 
· The State Energy Program provides funding to states to support energy planning and development. This program could be used to help underserved communities in Illinois develop clean energy projects and improve access to energy.
· The Justice40 Initiative is a federal program that directs 40% of the benefits of climate and clean energy investments to disadvantaged communities. This program could help to ensure that underserved communities in Illinois benefit from the IIJA's investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy.
· More research should be done to understand any additional provisions that could support IQ customers in Illinois. 

· General Funding Opportunities
· Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund
On Thursday, March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act was signed into law. It was an unprecedented $1.9 trillion package of assistance measures, including $122 billion for the ARP Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ARP ESSER) Fund. Funds are provided to SEAs and LEAs to help safely reopen and sustain the same operation of schools and address the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on the Nation’s students.
· More information: https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/  

Private and Foundational Funding:
· Additional research required
· What are the local foundations in the state/Southern Illinois metropolitan areas?
· What are local financial institutions (such as community development banks) and corporations that have foundations
· What are some national funding sources such as the Bezos Foundation and the Energy Foundation
· What are some social venture capital funds and organizations based in Illinois?
· What are some academic institutions that may be interested in helping leverage funds and consulting on project development.
· Out-of-State example from the State of California tracking ongoing federal funding opportunities: https://business.ca.gov/industries/climate-and-clean-energy/federal-funding-program-details-climate-and-energy/ 
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