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2023 IQ-S Subcommittee: AC/High Heat Energy Efficiency Program 

I. Subcommittee Overview and Objectives
The High Heat Subcommittee objective is to:
· Create a Business Case for High-Heat Energy Efficiency Programs for Vulnerable Customers/Communities: Create a well-informed business case describing why it is essential to create and implement energy efficiency programs to ensure that vulnerable customers and communities have access to life-sustaining cooling resources during high heat episodes.
· Create Pilot Programs to Help Vulnerable Customers/Communities Manage High Heat: Develop pilot programs for communities and customers to help them receive essential and life-sustaining cooling through cost-efficient packages of energy efficient measures.

For 2023, the core focus will be to develop documents that address the following questions:
· What are the current issues with high heat in Illinois?
· Where will the funding come from? 
· CAC is expensive and will not generate savings, additional thought required.
· Cost vs Savings analysis.
· What can we do for folks who do not have access to a cooling center near them?
· Cool one room in the home, pair with solar (ISFA), ensure they’re willing and able to turn on the air during high heat days
· Window units and heat pumps with the focus on providing one room with cooling is a good starting point: Emergency Cooling
· IRA Funding could be a source of funding.
· How do we define how many customers we will be serving? 
· How many people and what is the eligibility for the pilot?
· Are we solving the cost of the cooling problem or are we solving the cooling problem?
· Should we consider Energy Star AC rather than Heat Pump with a bill credit to avoid looping in ISFA?
· There is concern about the longevity of the Solar Panels
· Short term asset vs long term solution
· First phase: simple solution; AC, insulate one cooling room, wintertime window kits, air sealing, exterior solar screens (Velcro to outside of windows to keep heat down), oscillating fans, education sheet (how to respond in high heat)
· Second phase could include solar access/other measures with ISFA
· What census tracts are most at-risk for high heat in Illinois? 
· Consider referencing heat index vulnerability maps that account for income, age, other high-heat risk factors
· What are the costs (healthcare, social, monetary, etc.) associated with rising heat?
· What types of cooling resources and measure packages are available to address high heat?
· What are examples of measure packages that could help IQ customers in different residential dwelling types?
· Such as single family, multi-family, and mobile homes
· What kind of pilot program would be successful?
· Could consider a pilot program to provide cooling for local cooling centers and essential community facilities, such as schools.

Other objectives for 2023 are to: 
· Gather, summarize, and organize documents and “learned knowledge” relating to the creation of a High Heat Program Plan
· Educate Subcommittee members on topics related to High Heat risks
II. Background Research
Background research approach:
· Research which customers/communities are most vulnerable to high heat, and why
· Research other “best practice programs” in IL and other states to help vulnerable customers/communities manage high heat and provide cooling
· Research business case for helping customers and vulnerable communities manage high heat
· Other research topics listed below
Research performed to date:
Illinois Programs:
· Below is an initial investigation on existing and relevant State programs:
· Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP): LIHEAP is a federal program that is administered by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO). LIHEAP provides financial assistance to low-income households to help them pay their energy bills, including cooling bills. The maximum LIHEAP benefit for cooling assistance in Illinois is $150.
· Cooling Centers: The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) operates a network of cooling centers across the state. Cooling centers are open during hot weather to provide a cool place to stay. To find a cooling center near you, you can visit the IDPH website.
· Heat-Ready Illinois: Heat-Ready Illinois is a statewide initiative that works to help communities prepare for and respond to extreme heat events. The initiative provides technical assistance and funding to help communities develop heat action plans, weatherize homes, and create cooling centers.
· EPA Heat Safety Grants: The EPA provides grants to local governments and non-profit organizations to support projects that reduce heat-related risks. These projects can include weatherizing homes, creating cooling centers, and educating the public about heat safety.

Federal Programs: 
· Below is an initial search on existing and relevant Federal programs:
· Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP): LIHEAP is a federal program that provides financial assistance to low-income households to help them pay their energy bills, including cooling bills. LIHEAP also aids weatherized homes to make them more energy efficient, which can help reduce cooling costs.
· Community Services Block Grant (CSBG): CSBG is a federal grant program that provides funding to states and local governments to support a variety of community services, including cooling assistance. CSBG funds can be used to provide direct assistance to low-income households, such as help with the cost of air conditioners or fans, or to support cooling centers and other programs that provide a cool place to stay during hot weather.
· Heat-Ready Nation Initiative: The Heat-Ready Nation Initiative is a federal program that works to help communities prepare for and respond to extreme heat events. The initiative provides technical assistance and funding to help communities develop heat action plans, weatherize homes, and create cooling centers.
· Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) grants: The EPA provides a variety of grants to support projects that reduce heat-related risks, such as weatherizing homes, creating cooling centers, and educating the public about heat safety.

Municipal Efforts: 
· N/A: More research needed

Private Programs: 
· Below is an initial investigation on existing and relevant Private Programs:
· United Way of Greater Chicago: The United Way of Greater Chicago provides a variety of services to low-income individuals and families, including cooling assistance.
· Salvation Army: The Salvation Army provides disaster relief and other assistance to people in need. The Salvation Army may be able to provide cooling assistance to low-income households during hot weather.
· Catholic Charities of Chicago: Catholic Charities of Chicago provides a variety of social services, including cooling assistance.

Literature Review: 
· N/A: More research needed
· Topics to research:
· Best practice for addressing high heat issues
· Heat vulnerability maps
· Key metrics related to high heat risks
· Healthcare costs related to rising temperatures
· Best practice for reaching IQ communities with resources
· Others?
III. [bookmark: _Hlk139983822]Subcommittee Deliverables/Outcomes
Deliverables will include:
· Background Research Summary: Summary of background documents and “learned knowledge,” plus organized documents on Subcommittee SharePoint Site
· Tool for Local Governments/CBOs: Structured summary of programs, resources, and support available for government agencies or organizations looking to address high heat in their localities.
· Energy Efficiency / Solar Measure Packages: Utility measure packages that can apply to various dwelling types and help customers with high heat, which may include: 
· Portable air source heat pumps
· “Cool Roofs”
· High Heat Measure Package for Most Vulnerable: Who gets served and how? With limited resources, how do we decide who gets priority services to manage heat? How do we pay for it? 
· Proposal to Pay for High Heat Programs: List of resources and proposed resources to help pay for cooling resources for those who need it the most.
· How can we encourage agencies to offer emergency cooling?
IV. Subcommittee Members
[Committee Members involved with Subcommittee.]


V. Subcommittee Co-Chair(s)
Theresa Collins – Senior Services Plus
Jamey Neal – Ameren IL
John Carroll – Ameren IL
VI. Facilitation Team
1. Annette Beitel – Sr. Facilitator
2. Nelson May – Project Support, Research and Communications
VII. Potential Obstacles
· Paying for the new high heat programs and/or measures
· Legislative and/or regulatory process for approving new high heat programs
· Incentivizing utility participation
VIII. Schedule
1. Meeting #1: Monday, October 30th, 3:00 – 5:00pm
2. Meeting #2: Monday, November 13th, 3:00 – 5:00pm
3. Meeting #3: Monday, December 18th, 3:00 – 5:00pm
4. Report-out in December 2023
IX. List of Key Questions/Issues to Research & Discuss
Key questions will focus on understanding:
1. What are the key cooling/high heat burdens that underserved communities currently face?
2. What programs or resources exist to support reliable access to cooling resources?
3. What accessibility gaps exist in current energy programs or cooling resources for underserved communities?
4. How do we select which measures (financing vs equipment vs education, etc.) are most effective for addressing cooling needs?
X. Subcommittee Member Affirmation of Work Plan
[List of Subcommittee members affirmed; date(s) of affirmation.]
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