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• Made possible by the Future Energy Jobs 

Act (FEJA) and updated by the Climate 

and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA)

• Provides incentives to help make solar 

installations in income-eligible and 

environmental justice communities more 

affordable

• Administered by Elevate on behalf of the 

Illinois Power Agency (IPA)

• Illinois Shines (Adjustable Block Program)-

market rate program in Illinois

Illinois Solar for All (ILSFA) Overview
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• Income-eligible residents (including renters!) and affordable housing 

owners

• Institutions serving income-eligible communities

• Non-profits 

• Public facilities

Who is Illinois Solar for All for?
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Illinois Solar for All Subprograms 

• $11,887,500 annual 
budget

• Costs and fees 
won’t exceed 50% 
of value of 
electricity 
produced

• No upfront cost to 
participants

• $16,125,000 annual 
budget

• Non-profit or public 
sector facilities serving 
and located in income-
eligible or 
Environmental Justice 
Communities

• Costs and fees won’t 
exceed 50% of value of 
electricity produced

• Upfront costs allowed

• $26,000,000 annual 
budget

• Income-eligible 
residents can subscribe

• Costs and fees won’t 
exceed 50% of value of 
electricity produced

• Usually no upfront cost
to subscribers

• Exception to no upfront 
costs for CS used as a 
cooperative to promote 
energy sovereignty

• $11,887,500 annual 

budget

• At least 50% of tenants 

must be income-eligible

• Upfront costs allowed

Non-Profit and

Public Facilities

Small 

Residential 

(1-4 unit)

Community 

Solar

Large Residential

(5+ Unit)
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• Consumer Protections

• Solar companies must register with the program

• Follow Consumer Protection Handbook 

• Program Administrator Reviews projects

• Participants in Illinois Solar for All must see benefits associated with 

solar projects, either:

• Direct benefits via lowered electricity bills

• Indirect benefits (master metered residential buildings) via rent 

discounts, stabilized rents, free internet, etc.

Program Benefits
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Opportunities for income-
eligible homeowners… and renters!
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Income eligibility (80 percent of Area Median Income)
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• Participation in:

• 3rd party programs 

(e.g. LIHEAP)

• Or, provide 

documentation such 

as:

• Tax transcript

• Tax returns or pay 

stub

Income Eligibility
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• Indirect benefits must be equivalent to at least 50 percent of the value 

of the energy generated by the solar installation

• Single-family homeowners who participated in Illinois Solar for All have 

saved an average of more than $1000 annually on electric bills. 

Individual savings will vary and are based on household electricity use.

Savings
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Residential Projects
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• The homeowner or building owner picks a solar company who drives the 

process (fills out the application, submits paperwork to the program, 

receives funding through the program, etc.)

• Program is currently limited by solar company interest in some parts of 

the State; opportunities vary based on building type, etc.

Rooftop or yard solar
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• For roof installations:

• Roof must be in good condition and will not need to be replaced 

within 15 years.

• Roof should be relatively free from shading or other obstructions.

• A modern electrical panel must be present.

• For ground mount installations:

• The foundation will need to be able to support the solar system.

• The foundation cannot be a high flood risk.

What Does my Property Need?
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Residential Offers
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• Total costs: $0

• Estimated savings on 

electricity costs:

• First year: $987 

• Over length of 15.5 year

contract: $17,018 

Lytese Dubois, Marynook, Chicago 
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Community Solar
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What is a community solar project?

1. Solar panels 
are installed in a 
sunny location 
somewhere in 

the community.

2. Anyone with an 
electricity bill in the 

project’s utility territory 
can subscribe to this 

community solar 
project and start 

accessing solar energy 
for

their home.

3. Each subscriber is 
credited with the 

electricity created by 
their share of the 

solar project right on 
their electric bill, 

regardless of where 
they live.
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• Good option for renters                  

or

• Homeowners with roof 

issues, too much shading, 

etc.

• Find a Community Solar 

Project accepting 

subscribers here

Participation 

https://www.illinoissfa.com/app/uploads/2021/08/Low-Income-Community-Solar-Subscriber-Directory.pdf
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Non-profit and Public Facilities 
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• Non-profit organizations and public entities must be located in either 

an Environmental Justice Community and/or an Income-eligible 

Community

Non-profits and Public Facilities

https://www.illinoissfa.com/environmental-justice-communities/
https://elevate.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c1949defae184d7a9d41164ddc135d9e
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• Non-profits and public facilities can rent or own their buildings and properties

• Need input and connection to low-income community 

• Must be considered a “Critical Service Provider” 

• Public schools 

• Fire stations

• Municipal administration offices

• Libraries

• Places of worship

• Homeless shelters

• Hospitals, health care facilities, and clinics

• Job training and workforce development services

• Etc.

Non-profit and public facilities
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• Savings required to be at least 50% of value of the energy generated

• Realized through net metering

Savings 
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Recent Program Updates

22
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• Program Year 5

• Starting with Project Submission for: 

• Residential and Non-Profit and Public Facilities on Oct. 31, 2022

• Community Solar on Jan 30, 2023

• New Program Updates Include:

• New and Emerging Programs from CEJA and the 2022 Plan

• New Consumer Protection Handbook

• Streamlining Processes for AVs

• Updated Income Eligibility Guidelines

• New Sub-program Names

Key Recent Program Updates
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The Program Administrator and the IPA will be doing stakeholder engagement 

and asking for comments on the following in the upcoming months.

• Vendor Manual

• Draft and Redline (draft link & redline)

• Comments Due: October 7, 2022 at 12:00 PM CDT

• Final Document will be published ahead of the first window opening 

and a training session will be scheduled for Approved Vendors.

• Project Selection Protocol (link to document)

• Consumer Protection Handbook and Disclosures

• Pilot Programs listed in 2022 Plan

• Program Delivery

• Home Repairs and Upgrades

Stakeholder Engagement Plans 

https://www.illinoissfa.com/app/uploads/2022/09/ILSFA_ApprovedVendorManual_PY5_Final-2.pdf
https://www.illinoissfa.com/app/uploads/2022/09/Redline_PY4_to_PY5_Sept19_2022.pdf
https://www.illinoissfa.com/app/uploads/2022/09/ProjectSelectionProtocol_20220901.pdf
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Questions?


